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Flag Day is celebrated on June 14th. 
It is a day when people across the 
country honor the American fla g 
and reflect on what it symboli zes. 
The United States adopted its fi rst 
o fficial fla g during the American 
Revolu tion. The fi rst fla g included 
red and white stri pes to represent 
the original 13 colonies. A star was 
added to the fla g for each new 
state. Today, the fla g has thi rteen 
stri pes and fi fty stars.  

Flag Day became official holiday in 1949 when President Harry Truman signed an Act 
of Congress dedicating June 14th as National Fla g Day. 

Citi zens of the United States celebrate Flag Day by hanging fla gs in front o f thei r 
homes and businesses. According to the US government, a speci fic fla g code should 
be observed when displaying and hand ling the American fla g. The fla g should never 
touch the ground, be fl own upside down, or fl own lower than any other fla g.  If the 
fla g is fl own at night, i t must be made visible with lighting. There are also special 
instructions for folding the fla g. 

Over the years, the fla g has been referred to by several nicknames including Old 
Glory, Stars and Stri pes, and The Star-Spang led Banner. More importantly, the 
American fla g is a symbol for li fe, liberty, and the rights o f American citi zens. Every 
year on June 14th, the important princi ples symboli zed by the American fla g are 
honored and remembered.         

Name: ____________________________________ Date: _____________________

©Literacy in Focus

HISTORY AND SYMBOLISM



brookedianekhan

CLOSE READING
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FLAG DAY

1ST READING
MAIN IDEA

2ND READING
VOCABULARY

3RD READING
TEXT-BASED 
EVIDENCE

❑ Underline the 
purpose of Flag Day.

❑ Circle how citi zens of the United 
States celebrate Flag Day.

❑ Circle three things the American 
flag symboli zes.

❑ Highlight examples 
of the rules that should 
be followed when 
handling the American 
flag. 

VOCABULARY
Define each word listed below.

adopt:

colony:

citi zen:

symbol:

liberty:

Name:

Date:
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Part 1 . Unscramble each word related to Flag Day listed below.

Part 2. Complete the paragraph below by describing two things the 
American flag symboli zes. 

VOCABULARY PRACTICE
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FLAG DAY

1 . c o y l n o _____________________________

2 . t i n e z ci _____________________________ 

3 . m b s y l o ______________________________ 

4 . d p a t o ________________________________

5 . l r b i y t e _____________________________

Name:

Date:

The American flag is an important symbol.  
Fi rst, the flag symboli zes                               
For example, 

Next, the flag symboli zes   
For example, 

Clearly, the American flag is an important 
symbol.  
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Part 1 . Vocabulary: Match each word below with its correct definition.

1 .  liberty ______

2. citi zen ______

3. adopt ______

4. colony ______

5. symbol ______

Part 2. Comprehension: Choose the correct answer for each question below.
6.  True or False? The American flag was adopted during World War I.

a.  true
b.  false

7.  On what day is Flag Day celebrated?
a.  June 14th
b.  December 1st
c.  May 25th

8. What does the American flag symboli ze?
a. love 
b. peace
c. liberty

9. True or False? The American flag is also called Old Glory. 
a. true
b. false 

10. Do you think there should be special rules for handling the American flag? 
Why or why not?

Part 3. Extension

Name:

Date:

a. an object or action that is used to represent  
something else

b. to accept formally and put into effect

c.    an area or region controlled by another country

d. the quality or state of being free

e. a member of a country
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Name ________________________________ Date ________________

A symbol is an object or action that is used to represent something else.  
In each box below, draw or sketch a symbol that you use or see in your 
daily li fe. Next, describe each symbol and its meaning on the lines below 
each box.     



Name ______________________________

Date ________________

©Literacy in Focus

Independence Day has been a day of celebration since the 1700s. On July 4th, 
1776, members of the Continental Congress signed The Declaration of 
Independence, an official document that declared an end to England’s rule over 
the colonies.  When the Revolutionary War ended in 1783, America became an 
independent country.  Since then, July 4th is a day for honoring the birth of 
American independence.  

Attending barbeques, parades, and fi rework shows are all popular activities on 
Independence Day. In New York City, for example, the fi reworks show on the 
East River attracts more than two million people each year. Many cities across 
the country provide residents with a Fourth of July celebration.      

The Fourth of July is an important holiday for being patriotic (showing love and 
support for one’s country).  Wearing red, white, and blue clothing is a common 
patriotic tradition.  Also, American flags are flown in front of homes and 
businesses to show the pride people feel in being American.

Even though hundreds of years have passed since the American Revolution, the 
traditions that occur each year on Independence Day continue to honor the 
birth of American independence. 



Part 1 .  Vocabulary: Match each word below with its correct definition.

1 .  pride ______

2. patriotic ______

3. tradition ______

4. independence ______

5. resident ______

a. a way of thinking or behaving that has been
used for a long time

b. freedom from outside control

c.    the feeling of happiness that comes from   
achieving something

d. someone who li ves in a particular place

e. showing love and support for one’s country

Part 2.  Comprehension: Choose the correct answer for each question below.

6.  True or False? America became an independent country after the Civil War.
a.  true
b.  false

7.  On what day is Independence Day celebrated? 
a.  July 10th
b.  July 1st 
c.  July 4th  

8.  Many people celebrate Independence Day by
a.  watching a fi reworks display
b.  eating a turkey dinner
c.  exchanging gi fts with loved ones 

9.  True or False?  Wearing red, white, and blue is a patriotic tradition.
a.  true
b.  false

10.  In your own words, explain the meaning of Independence Day.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Name ______________________________

Date ________________
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Part 3. Extension
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Part 1 . 
Unscramble each word related to Independence Day listed below.

1. dpecednienne ____________________

2. eisrtend ____________________ 

3. tacirotip ____________________ 

4. drtinoita ____________________

5. redip ____________________

Name ______________________________

Date ________________

Part 2.  
Use each word you unscrambled above in an original sentence.

1

2

3

4

5
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Name ________________________________________   Date ___________________

Complete the graphic organi zer below by describing three events that might 
take place on Independence Day.  Next, include all three events in a story about 
the holiday festivities.

Fi rst, After that, Finally,
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